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Welcome to First Community Church

We are a forward-thinking part of the global Body of Christ, historically christened “the 
church of the infinite quest.” We are affiliated with The United Church of Christ and The 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) denominations, two of our nation’s more progressive 
theological traditions. We welcome people from any spiritual tradition, or from no tradition 
at all—anyone searching to become a more complete expression of Spirit in the world.

We are an Open and Affirming congregation, inclusive of persons of any nation, race, 
sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, political or philosophical outlook, or 
socio-economic status. We strive to follow the way of Jesus as our guide and model toward 
becoming more fully human; meanwhile, we “recognize other pathways to the Divine,” and 
are open to truth from any source, religious, scientific, or otherwise.

The Festival of the Resurrection

†
Come, come 

the Beloved has arrived!
The rose garden is blooming

run and offer your life and the world to the rising Sun.
Smile and see the beauty hidden

in an ugly face,
weep, weep for those who have turned

away from love.
What a day, what a day!

A day of resurrection!
The lover has once again broken free from his chains.

— Rumi (transl. by Azima Melita Kolin & Maryam Mafi)

Christ has no body on earth now but yours.

— St. Theresa of Avila (1515-1582)

Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022 10 am

  GREETING

  PRELUDE
 Crown Him with Many Crowns  Vaclav Nelhybel (1919-1996) 
 (Concertato for two Trumpets, two Trombones and Organ)
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  CALL TO WORSHIP (1)

 ONE:  The tomb is empty.
 ALL:  Sound the trumpet.
 ONE:  The Lord is risen.
 ALL:  Sound the trumpets.
 ONE:  Christ leads us on the road to life.
 ALL:  Sound the trumpets.

†PROCESSIONAL HYMN (all rise in body or spirit to sing)
 Christ the Lord is Risen Today EASTER HYMN
  Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!
  Mortal tongues and angels say: Alleluia!
  Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!
   Sing, glad heavens, and earth reply: Alleluia!

  Let the Victor's people sing, Alleluia! 
  Where, O death, is now your sting? Alleluia!
  Dying once, Christ lives to save, Alleluia!
  Where your victory, O grave? Alleluia!

  Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!
  Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!
  Death in vain forbids Christ rise, Alleluia!
  God has opened Paradise, Alleluia!

†EASTER PRAYER OF PRAISE (2)

 ONE: Holy One of Blessing, through this day we name your name in
  gladness, we ponder the world you have called “good,” we
  relish your gift and your task, and marvel in amazement, yet
  one more time, at the wonder of this Easter Jesus, who has died
  and is alive among us.
     MANY: But soon we will leave this celebration and move back into
  the world…and it will be as it was, with anxiety and demand
  and conflict and inconvenience. Except. Except that all things
  will be—yet again—made new.  
 ONE: Make new by your spirit, O God:
 MANY:  Make new the church where we live.
 ONE: Make new the public reality of justice among us.
      MANY: Make new the practice of compassion in our neighborhood;
 ONE: Make new the surge of peace in our world.
      MANY: Make new the policies of our government and the workings
  of the church.
      ALL: Make new and we will be in Easter joy—unafraid and
  unweary, your glad people, carrying among us the marks of
  the death and the new life of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
  Amen.
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†HYMN
 The Strife is O'er  VICTORY
  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! The strife is o'er the battle done,
  the victory of life is won; the song of triumph has begun.
  Alleluia! Amen!

  WELCOME

  ANTHEM
 Awake, Arise!  Howard Helvey
  Awake, arise! Lift up thy voice, which as a trumpet swell!
  Rejoice in Christ! Again rejoice, and on his praises dwell!

  Let us not doubt as doubted some, when first the Lord appeared; 
  but full of faith and reverence come, what time his voice is heard.

  And even as John, who ran so well, confess upon our knees
  the Prince who locks up death and hell, and has himself the keys.

  And thus through gladness and surprise their saints and saviour treat;
  nor will they trust their ears and eyes but by his hands and feet:

  those hands of liberal love indeed in infinite degree,
  those feet still frank to move and bleed for millions and for me.

  O Dead, arise! O Friendless, stand by seraphim adored!
  O Solitude, again command thy host from heaven restored!

  DECLARING THE NEW HEAVENS & NEW EARTH  Isaiah 65:17-25
 ONE: God, speaking through the prophet, says:
  For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the
  former things shall not be remembered or come to mind.
      MANY: But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I
  am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its peoples as
  a delight.
 ONE: No more shall the sound of weeping be heard among my
  people, nor the cry of distress.
      MANY: No more shall there be in Jerusalem an infant that lives but a
  few days, nor an old person who does not live out a lifetime.
 ONE: They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant
  vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another
  inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days
  of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall
  long enjoy the work of their hands.
   MANY: They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for
  they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord—and their
  descendants as well.
 ONE: Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I
  will hear.
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      MANY: The wolf and the lamb shall feed together; the lion shall eat
  straw like the ox. They shall not hurt or destroy on all my
  holy mountain, says the Lord.

  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

  OFFERTORY
 Offertory Sentence
 Receiving the People’s Gifts                                                                             
         (Today's Easter offering will be utilized to fund Refugee Welcome 
  Teams at FC. These teams work directly with CRIS, Community 
  Refugee Immigration Services, to welcome refugees to Columbus 
  and help get them settled, providing friendship and much-needed 
  support at a very scary time. Please visit FCchurch.com/refugee-task-
  force/ to view more information or to give electronically.)

   Anthem  
        I Know That My Redeemer Lives  Craig Courtney
   I know that my redeemer lives,
   and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth.
   And though my body be destroyed, 
   yet in my flesh shall I see God. Alleluia! 
   Now we see in a glass dimly, but then, face to face;
   now I know in part, but then I shall know as I am known.

 †Presentation of Gifts and Prayer of Dedication
    ONE: As the gifts are presented, would all rise in body or spirit?
  And let us pray:
 ALL: We praise you, O God, and give you thanks 
  that you have given us such joy, such grace, and such hope 
  in the resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord.
  Let our lives be proof of that good news. 
  Let all our words and actions, our love and service
  bear witness to your resurrection power; 
  for the sake of our living Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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†GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (3)                                                                                     Celtic Alleluia 
 CANTOR: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
      ALL:

 CANTOR: Speak, Lord, Your servant is list’ning. Speak your words of   
  wisdom, for the words you speak are everlasting life.
 ALL: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

GOSPEL READING Luke 24:1-12
1But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the 
tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. 2They found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in, they did 
not find the body. 4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly 
two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The women were 
terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to 
them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not 
here, but has risen.6Remember how he told you, while he was still in 
Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be 
crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8Then they remembered 
his words, 9and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the 
eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who 
told this to the apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle 
tale, and they did not believe them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the 
tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; 
then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

 ONE:   This is the good news for the people of God.
 MANY:   Thanks be to God.

  SERMON                                   LET IT BE TRUE

  HYMN
     Crown Him With Many Crowns!                          arr. Craig Courtney (b 1954)

 Introduction (Choir):  Crown Him with many crowns!
  Crown Him with many crowns!
  Crown Him with many crowns!

    Verse One (Choir):   Crown Him the Lord of love!
  Behold His hands and side,
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  Rich wounds, yet visible above,
  In beauty glorified:
  No angel in the sky
  Can fully bear that sight,
  But downward bends His burning eye
  At mysteries so bright.

  †(Congregation standing) 

 Verse Two (Lower voices: 
 Tenors and Basses): Crown Him with many crowns,
  The Lamb upon His throne;
  Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns,
  All music but its own!
  Awake, my soul, and sing
  Of Him who died for thee,
  And hail Him as thy matchless King
  Through all eternity.

 Verse Three (Upper voices:   
 Sopranos and Altos): Crown Him the Lord of life.
  Who triumphed o'er the grave,
  And rose victorious in the strife
  For those He came to save;
  His glories now we sing
  Who died and rose on high,
  Who died eternal life to bring,
  And lives that death may die.

 Verse Four (ALL):   Crown Him the Lord of years.
  The potentate of time,
  Creator of the rolling spheres,
  Ineffably sublime.
  All hail, Redeemer, hail!
  For Thou hast died for me;
  Thy praise and glory shall not fail
  Throughout eternity.

 Coda (Choir):   Crown Him with many crowns!
  Crown Him with many crowns!
  Crown Him with many crowns!
†BENEDICTION

  POSTLUDE  
 All Creatures of Our God and King  Vaclav Nelhybel 
 (Concertato for two Trumpets, two Trombones and Organ)

†All rise in body or spirit



FCchurch.com                       info@FCchurch.com

Preacher
Rev. Dr. R. Glen Miles, Senior Minister 

Worship Leaders
Rev. David S. Hett, Dean of The Burkhart Center

Rev. Mary Kate Buchanan, Minister of Pastoral Care

Ministry of Music
Amy Johnston Blosser, Associate Director of Music

Robert Griffith, Organist
Scott King-Owen, Pianist

Cambridge Choir
Wes Orr and Jordan Steinbrook, trumpet

Cooper Denison and Alex Brough, trombone
Sadiyah Babatunde, soprano 

EASTER FLOWER DONATION AND PICK-UP: Worship and Arts would like 
to invite you to take a plant home with you following today's 10 am service. 
Donations are welcome for plants that are taken. A donation box marked "Easter 
Flowers" can be found in the Weist Room. Cash and checks are acceptable, please 
write "Easter Flowers" in the check memo line.

(1) Chalice Worship Compiled and edited by Colbert S. Cartwright and O.I Cricket Harrison 
Chalice Press 1997.

(2) Adapted from "A Habitat of Newness and Goodness" in Prayers for a Privileged People,  
Walter Brueggemann (Abingdon Press 2008).

(3) Gospel Acclamation. Music by Fintan O’Carroll/Christopher Walker, Celtic Mass. © 1985, 
1996, published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net 
#A-708978.

Our sincere thanks to Scott Van Hooser for the design and placement of all the 
Holy Week and Easter décor at both campuses.


