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Welcome to First Community Church

We are a forward-thinking part of the global Body of Christ, historically christened 
“the church of the infinite quest.” We are affiliated with The United Church of Christ 
and The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) denominations, two of our nation’s 
more progressive theological traditions. We welcome people from any spiritual 
tradition, or from no tradition at all—anyone searching to become a more complete 
expression of Spirit in the world.

We are an Open and Affirming congregation, inclusive of persons of any nation, 
race, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, political or philosophical 
outlook, or socio-economic status. We strive to follow the way of Jesus as our guide 
and model toward becoming more fully human; meanwhile, we “recognize other 
pathways to the Divine,” and are open to truth from any source, religious, scientific, 
or otherwise. 

Service of Worship
Christmas Eve


Saturday, December 24, 2022 6 pm, FC North

  PRELUDE
 What Child is This William Chatterton Dix
   
†CALL TO WORSHIP (1)

 ONE:  If you are like Joseph, and you are seeking truth,
 ALL: There is room here for you.
 ONE:  If you are like Mary, and you are seeking rest,
 ALL:  There is a seat here for you.
 ONE:  If you are like the wise men, and you are looking for a sign,
 ALL:  These candles are here for you.
 ONE:  If you are like the angels, and you cannot help but sing,
 ALL:  There is a melody here for you.
 ONE:  Come in. You are in God’s house. Love was born tonight, 
  and there is love here for you.
 ALL:  Let us worship the God of love.

†CAROL
 O Come, All Ye Faithful   Adeste Fideles

  O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
  O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
  Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels:
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   O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him,
   O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

  Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
  Sing all ye citizens of heav'n above.
  Glory to God, all Glory in the highest!
   O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him,
   O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

  Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning,
  Jesus to Thee be all glory given.
  Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing.
   O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him,
   O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

†PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (2)

 ONE: O Holy God,
  we need this story—this Christmas story.
  We need this story of ordinary people who were brave.
  We need this story of love that changed the world.
  We need this story of angel choruses that give reason to hope,
  and starlight that reminds us to look up.
  In a battered and bruised world,
  we gather around your Word
  like people gather around a fire to warm themselves.
  So we are here, gathered together
  to warm ourselves by your light,
  because we need this story.
  We need the truth that lies deep in these holy words.
  So today we pray:
  scoop out space in us to truly listen.
  Quiet our minds.
  Open our hearts.
  Kindle the fire.
  Amen.

  WELCOME 

   A PRINCE OF PEACE IS BORN Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.
 6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
 7 His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold
 it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and   
 forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
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†CAROL  
      It Came Upon a Midnight Clear  Carol
  It came upon the midnight clear,
  That glorious song of old,
  From angels bending near the earth,
  To touch their harps of gold:
  "Peace on the earth good will to all."
  From heaven's all gracious King,
  The world in solemn stillness lay,
  To hear the angels sing.

  Still thro' the cloven skies they come,
  With peaceful wings unfurled,
  And still their heavenly music floats,
  O'er all the weary world.
  Above its sad and lowly plains,
  They bend on hovering wing,
  And ever o'er its Babel sounds,
  The blessed angels sing.

  For lo, the days are hastening on,
  By prophet bards foretold,
  When with the ever-circling years
  Comes round the age of gold;
  When peace shall over all the earth
  Its ancient splendors fling.
  And the whole world give back the song
  Which now the angels sing.

  LUKE'S STORY OF JESUS' BIRTH Luke 2:1-7
 1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the   
 world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was 
 taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own 
 towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
 in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
 was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be 
 registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
 expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to 
 deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
 wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
 there was no place for them in the inn.

  STORY
      Home by Another Way (A Christmas Story) by Barbara Brown Taylor

  ANTHEM  
      Joy to the World Amanda Held Opelt
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  OFFERTORY
 Invitation to the Offering
 Receiving the People's Gifts
  (All gifts placed in the offering plate will be divided between  
  Back Bay Mission and Friends of the Homeless.)

 Offertory Anthem
  Noel    arranged by Jared Haschek and Dan Galbraith
      
  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
 come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
 our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
 us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever. Amen.

  SHEPHERDS AND ANGELS Luke 2:8-14
 8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
 over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
 and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 
 you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in 
 the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a 
 sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
 manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
 heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest 
 heaven, and on earth peace among those whom God favors!”

†CAROL
 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Mendelssohn

  Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King:
  Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
  Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
  With angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
  Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"

  Hail the heaven born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness!
  Light and life to all He brings, risen with healing in His wings,
  Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die,
  Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.
  Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"

  SERMON                          NIGHT OF NIGHTS

  ANTHEM
 Still, Still, Still   arranged by Jon Schmidt
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  LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
 (After the Christ Candle is lit, members of the clergy will pass the light to
 persons in the congregation. Please assist, with care, the passing of the light. 
 Carefully blow out candles after the final verse of "Silent Night.” ) 

  JOHN PROCLAIMS THE FIRST INCARNATION John 1:1-5
 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
 Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came 
 into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
 What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light
 of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
 overcome it.

†CAROL  
       Silent Night  Stille Nacht

  Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright;
  Round yon virgin mother and child.
  Holy infant so tender and mild.
  Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

  Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight,
  Glories stream from heaven afar,
  Heavenly host sing alleluia;
  Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

  Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light,
  Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
  With the dawn of redeeming grace,
  Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

†BENEDICTION

  †All rise in body or spirit

The beautiful cover of the Christmas Eve worship bulletin was designed by  
Ned Moore, and has been used every year since he created it in 1975.

(Please recycle your bulletins, if not keeping them, in the bins at each exit.)
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Rules of safety with Candlelighting

In the interest of fire safety and in accord with the Fire Code, we are 
required to observe the following precautions, and we earnestly seek  
your cooperation:
 1. No one under the age of 12 may hold a lighted candle.
 2. Drip guards provided must be used with each candle.
 3. Candles must be disposed of in the metal containers provided
     at each exit.

Our use of candles has become a meaningful part of this service. Your 
cooperation in making it safe will help us continue this lovely tradition.

WORSHIP LEADERS

Preacher
Dr. R. Glen Miles, Senior Minister

Worship Leaders
Rev. Mary Kate Buchanan, Minister of Pastoral Care
Rev. Sarah Kientz, Minister to Youth and Camp Akita

Tim Vansant, Minister of Community Justice

Story
Julie Richards, Director of K-5 Ministry

Lighting the Christ Candle
Jon Lowrey, Michelle Schroeder-Lowrey, and Eleanor Schroeder

Ministry of Music
Janelle Rogers, Coordinator of Contemporary Music, piano and vocals

Kiffy Kokal, drums and vocals
Taylor DeVault, guitar

Brent Davis, guitar
Doug Neel, bass guitar

Michelle Schroeder-Lowrey, vocals

(1)  Written by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
(2)  Prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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FCchurch.com 6 pm, North

Please use this QR code to register your  
attendance or to make an online gift.


